SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE
 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2001
 
This is Amateur Radio Station of the South African Radio League, 
the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with its 
weekly news bulletin.
This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at 
www.sarl.org.za and packet bulletin boards.
 
Here are the headlines of today's news:
 
PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN TO OPEN AMATEUR RADIO FOR AFRICA 
WORKSHOP
 
NEW  AMATEUR SATELLITE TO BE LAUNCHED SOON
 
RADIO AMATEURS IN  GUATEMALA GET 70 CM BACK
 
RADIO AMATEURS INVOLVED IN WORLD TRADE CENTRE TREGEDY
 
SPECIAL EVENT STATION ZS100ABW
 
RADIO AMATEURS VISIT HELL
 
PROPAGATION REPORT
 
You are listening to ZS6SRL. The news follows in detail.
 
PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN TO OPEN AMATEUR RADIO FOR AFRICA 
WORKSHOP
 
The Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Telecommunications, 
Nkenke Kekana will be delivering the opening address at the Amateur 
Radio for Africa workshop to be held on the eve of the ITU Telecom 
Africa 2001 conference. The workshop will be held on 10 November at 
the National Amateur Radio Centre. The South African Radio League 
and IARU Region 1 will jointly host the workshop. 
 
NEW  AMATEUR SATELLITE TO BE LAUNCHED SOON
 
PCSat, a U.S. Naval Academy Amateur Radio tracking and    
communications satellite, will be launched soon. The Kodiak Star 
launch that will carry three Amateur Radio payloads (including 
PCSat) from Kodiak, Alaska, has been delayed due to travel 
disruptions caused by the recent terrorist attacks. The Kodiak Star 
mission comprises four small satellites that will be launched aboard 
a Lockheed Martin Athena-1 rocket.
 
The launch will mark the first orbital launch from the new Kodiak 
Launch Complex in Alaska. PCsat is a 1200-baud APRS digipeater that 
will operate on 145.825 MHz. Starshine 3 is a mirror-ball with AX.25 
9600-baud telemetry on 145.825 MHz, and Sapphire-1 has 1200-baud 
AX.25 telemetry and a voice replay on 437.100 MHz.
 
PCSat was designed and assembled by midshipmen at the Naval  Academy 
in Annapolis, Maryland, to gain practical hands-on experience in 
support of their aerospace curriculum. The prime driver behind the 
project is WB4APR .
 
RADIO AMATEURS IN GUATEMALA GET 70 CM BACK
 
The Amateur Radio Club of Guatemala (Club de Radioaficionados de 
Guatemala--CRAG), the Guatemalan International Amateur Radio Union 
member society, reports that 430-440 MHz has been returned to 
Amateur Radio there. In 1996, the government eliminated amateur 
access in the formerly shared bands and auctioned 70 cm frequencies 
to commercial land mobile stations. These services reportedly now 
will be relocated to other spectrum. CRAG reports that Guatemala 
will seek a footnote at World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 to 
give Amateur Radio primary status at 430-440 MHz in that country. 
CRAG had petitioned the Guatemalan government to reverse its 
decision removing Amateur Radio from the band, and CRAG and IARU 
Region 2 officials had met several times with government officials 
on the subject. CRAG thanked the IARU Executive Committee for its 
support. The IARU Region 2 Conference will be held in Guatemala City 
September 30 to October 5.
 
This again illustrates the importance of the National Amateur Radio 
Societies and the IARU. Collectively we can achieve more. If you are 
not a member of the SARL or have not yet renewed please do it now. 
It is in your own interest and that of Amateur Radio.
 
RADIO AMATEURS INVOLVED IN WORLD TRADE CENTRE TREGEDY
 
At least four Amateur Radio operators are among the many still 
missing in the aftermath of Tuesday weeks attack on the World Trade 
Centre in New York City. The attack also destroyed the major TV and 
radio transmitting site atop one of the twin towers. 
The hams reported missing include: 
 
Steven A. "Steve" Jacobson, N2SJ, 53, of New York City, transmitter 
engineer for WPIX TV, and an ARRL member. 
 
William V. "Bill" Steckman, WA2ACW, of W Hempstead, New York, 
transmitter engineer for WNBC TV. 
 
Robert D. "Bob" Cirri Sr, KA2OTD, 39, an ARRL member from New 
Jersey. A Port Authority police officer, KA2OTD was helping evacuate 
workers from the building when it collapsed. 
 
Michael G. Jacobs, AA1GO, 54, an ARRL member from Connecticut. 
Michael worked at Fiduciary Trust Company International which had 
offices in the World Trade Centre. 
 
There was cause for rejoicing in the case of another amateur who 
worked in the World Trade Centre. Rob Nall, WV0S, reports that his 
friend, Herman Belderok, Jr KB0EEB managed to get out of the 
Building just minutes before the structure collapsed. 
(Extract from Q-NEWS)
 
The ARRL reports Ten-year-old Beverly Holtz of Huntington, Long 
Island, New York, received her amateur licence on Friday with call 
sign KC2IKT. What did this 10 year old do? VOLUNTEERED! Yes she 
joined in with the dozens, hundreds of Hams helping in the rescue 
communications fields. Using her dad's hand-held transceiver, Ten 
year old KC2IKT answered questions from net control, relayed health-
and-welfare traffic and was the only radio operator for the entire 
eight-hour shift.
 "I was very impressed that [net control] treated her as an equal 
and that she was able to do it," her dad said. "She really had a 
trial by fire!" Beverly said that the eight hours seemed like one 
hour. "I can't wait to do more," she said. "It made me feel good to 
help." (Diane Ortiz, K2DO to ARRL) 
 
PURCHASE BY CREDIT CARD AT HQ
 
When purchasing at HQ by credit card, whether for books or payment 
of membershipfees etc, the last three figures on the back of the 
credit card must be quoted in addition to the full credit card 
number. The credit card machine at HQ will not allow the trasaction 
to be processed without the last three figures. 
 
RADIO ZS
 
The September issue of Radio ZS has been printed and was mailed on 
Monday 17 September. This issue is late as a result of problems at the 
printer. 
The editor requests that contributions for the November issue reach 
him before 1st October. Clubs are reminded to submit club news 
(with photographs if possible). 
Send your contribution to zs6asf@icon.co.za or to Fritz ZS6ASF, P.O. 
Box 39024, Moreleta Park, 0044. 
 
SPECIAL EVENT STATION ZS100ABW
 
The Midlands Amateur Radio Club will be operating a Special event 
station at Fort Prospect, KwaZulu Natal, South Africa on the 22nd 
and 23rd September 2001 to commemorate the Centenary of the Anglo 
Boer South African War and the roles played by the British, the 
Boers and the brave Nongqayi Zulu Police. 
The station will operate until 14:00 UTC today, thus you have only a few
hours left to contact them on 40 and 20 metres. Please make an effort to 
contact them and obtain your QSL card. 
 
RADIO AMATEURS VISIT HEL
 
Over the weekend of 21 to 24 September 2001, fourteen Radio 
amateurs from the Western Cape will pack their equipment and make 
their way to "the Hell", where a special event station will be 
erected. The callsign will be ZS1HELL.
The station will be operational until 11:00 SAST on 24 September 2001.
A special QSL card will be issued to contacts. 
They operate on CW and phone on 160 through to 10 metre bands. 
ZS2 and ZS5 amateurs are requested to please contact ZS1HELL
 
ALBERTON RADIO AMAREUR CLUB AGM
 
The Alberton Radio Amateur Club will hold their AGM on 29 September 
at 17H00 in Witfield. For the full address and directions contact 
Koos ZS6JPY on 082 461 2819. The meeting will close with a bring and 
braai. 
 
PRETORIA ARK FLEA MARKET
 
The Pretoria Amateur Radio Club will be holding their annual 
spring fleamarket and bootsale on the 29th of September as usual 
on the south campus of the University of Pretoria. Dont miss this 
one. 
Contact Almero ZR6RY for details and table bookings on 012-567-
3722 or 082-414-5164. Please note the starting time will be 12 
noon.
 
PROPAGATION REPORT 
 
Ean Retief, ZS1PR reports as follows:
After declining initially the solar flux rose again and is presently 
well above the 200 mark. It is expected to remain high until about 
Thursday. The geomagnetic field also played the game and no major 
activity was recorded. The high solar flux and quiet geomagnetic 
field gave resulted in good propagation. 
Unfortunately the higher bands did not give as good propagation as 
was expected. The 20-metre band however gave excellent propagation 
both inland and over long distances. Stations from new-Zealand even 
appeared in the middle of the forenoon. 
It is expected that signals on the so-called long path over the 
Indian and pacific oceans to north-America will again be excellent 
from 14:00 to 18:00 SAST with a peak around 16:00 SAST on the 20 
metre band. 
In the late afternoon and early evening signals from the middle- 
east and Europe should again be quite good. 
The 80 metre band should be good and improve steadily as the evening 
progress, making it worthwhile to stay up late.
 
DATE TO REMEMBER
 
RAE 25 OCTOBER 2001
 
The closing date for the RAE on is 25 September 2001. No late 
entries will be accepted. Any late arrivals will be held over to 
the next RAE. Please obtain your registration forms soonest from 
SARL HQ or from the SARL website at: www.sarl.org.za.
Information on examination numbers and rooms will be posted to 
candidates on 10 October. Candidates who have not received their 
examination numbers dy 18 October can obtain it from the examiner 
at phone number 021 460-3640. A list of examination numbers will 
be available on the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za. NO examination 
numbers will be provided telephonically before 18 October.  
 
The SARL News Service invites Clubs and individuals to contribute 
news regarding Amateur Radio to sarlnuus@mweb.co.za with a copy to 
gth@freemail.absa.co.za. It will be highly appreciated if it is 
done in Afrikaans as well as English and send it as early in the 
week as possible.
Also join us in the following activities:
The President's Net on Sundays 12:00 on 7082 kHz. 
Amateur Radio Mirror International Sundays at 10:00 on 9750 and 
21560 kHz which is repeated Mondays at 20:00 on 3215 kHz.
We thank all contributors, individuals, clubs and other 
organisations to this bulletin and all stations who so reliably 
relay these bulletins. This bulletin was compiled by Marten,ZS6ZY, 
and read by..........from . . . . . 
You have been listening to ZS6SRL.
This bulletin now ends and Sarlnews wishes you a pleasant week.
Goodbye to all.
/EX
 
 
 
 